
of God.  Paul tells us to, ñbe strong 

in the Lord, and in the power of 

His might.ò  Someone stated, ñThe 

resurrection power of God has the 

ability to back it up.ò  We must 

never forget that Paul tells us to 

take the whole armor of God.  

     Let me encourage you to pre-

pare for battle.  During these clos-

ing days of time the devil will 

make every effort to deceive, de-

feat, and destroy all who do not 

take on the whole armor of God.  

Paul in Romans 8:35-39 gives the 

believers in Rome, and therefore 

the Christians of today, some pow-

erful words of encouragement con-

cerning our battle, ñWho shall 

separate us from the love of 

Christ?  Shall trouble or hardship 

or persecution or famine or naked-

ness or danger or sword?  As it is 

written: óFor your sake we face 

death all day long; we are consid-

ered as sheep to be slaughtered.ô  

No, in all these things we are more 

than conquerors through Him who 

loved us. For I am convinced that 

neither death nor life, neither an-

gels nor demons, neither the pre-

sent nor the future, nor any pow-

ers, neither height nor depth, nor 

anything else in all creation, will 

be able to separate us from the love 

of God that is in Christ Jesus our 

Lord.ò  (NIV) 

The Shield of Faith 
 

     The Apostle Paul instructed the 

church of believers in Ephesians 

6:16 to ñtake the shield of faith, 

wherewith ye shall be able to 

quench all the fiery darts of the 

wicked.ò  A friend of mine re-

cently shared with me some inter-

esting insights about the common 

shield of Paulôs day.  He stated, 

"The shield was often made of sev-

eral layers of leather which if not 

properly cared for would become 

stiff and brittle."  We know from 

scriptures such as Romans 10:17 

that, ñFaith comes by hearing and 

hearing by the word of God.ò  If 

our faith is not based on the Word 

of God, it too can become ridged 

and non-pliable.  In other words it 

becomes useless.  In order to keep 

our shield effective we must con-

tinually apply the fresh oil of the 

Holy Spirit.  The oil of the Holy 

Spirit keeps us pliable in the Mas-

ter's hands. 

     He then continued by stating, 

"When preparing for a battle the 

soldier would soak his leather 

shield in WATER!  This would 

keep the enemies flaming arrows 

from doing any damage.ò  In Ephe-

sians 5:26 Paul likens water to the 

Word of God.  Rick Renner in his 

book, Sparkling Gems From The 

Greek states, ñWe regularly submit 

ourselves to the Word of God, so 

we soak our faith with the Word 

just as a Roman soldier soaked his 

shield with water.  And when our 

faith becomes Word-saturated or 

Word-soaked, it becomes just like 

the soldierôs water-saturated 

shield.  In other words, it will be so 

heavily inundated with the water of 

Godôs Word that even if a fiery 

dart pierces our shield, the huge 

amount of Word in us will extin-

guish the flames and put out a po-

tentially damaging situation!ò 

     Renner goes on to state, ñIf you 

want to employ the use of your 

faith, you must make the choice to 

take it in hand and to place it in 

front of you.  Your faith will only 

operate in your life the way it was 

meant to do when you choose to 

pick it up and put it where it be-

longs ï out in front.  If you fail to 

keep that protective shield in front 

of you, you leave yourself exposed 

to the deadly strikes of your adver-

sary, the devil.  On the other hand, 

as you choose to daily take up your 

shield of faith, holding it out in 

front of you so that it completely 

covers every part of your life, you 

put yourself in position to thwart 

every single attack that the enemy 

throws your way!ò 

     Remember that the shield of 

faith is just one part of the armor 
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He ministered to many people with  his key-

board, fiddle, and singing. Cards may be 
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Please pray for the family and friends during 

this time of bereavement. 
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The Transforming Power of Love  
John 13:31 -35  

 
The setting of John 13 is the last Passover meal 

that Jesus had with His disciples.  After wash-

ing and drying the feet of each of them, and 

revealing that one of the twelve was His be-

trayer, the Savior then taught a truth that con-

tinues to change the world.   ñA new command 

I give you:  Love one another.  As I have loved 

you, so you must love one another.  By this all 

men will know that you are my disciples, if you 

love one another.ò  (John 13:34-35 NIV)  

Within the church and the world, no topic has been pondered, dis-

cussed, debated, and analyzed as much as the subject of love, while our 

culture continues to skeptically search for an authentic demonstration 

of love.  A commentary in a prestigious American University paper 

had this to say on the subject of love: ñLove may be headed for the 

graveyard to take its place next to the art of dating... As we have 

evolved, we have learned that love is a word we try to avoid.  Rightly 

so.  The óLô word ruins the no-strings-attached, just-physical nature of 

college relationships.  And to think that my grandma & grandpa met in 

Sunday School and wrote long wordy letters to each other.  How bor-

ing.ò The command of Jesus has not changed!  The mandate remains... 

ñLove one another...ò  

 

During Oliver Cromwellôs reign as Lord Protector of England, a  

young soldier was sentenced to die.  The girl to whom he was engaged 

pleaded with Cromwell to spare the life of her beloved, but to no avail. 

The young man was to be executed when the curfew bell sounded, but 

when the sexton repeatedly pulled the rope the bell made no sound.  

The girl had climbed into the belfry and wrapped herself around the 

clapper so that it could not strike the bell.  Her body was smashed & 

bruised, but she did not let go until the clapper stopped swinging.  She 

then managed to climb down, bruised & bleeding, to meet those await-

ing the execution.  When she explained what she had done, Cromwell 

commuted the sentence.  A poet beautifully recorded the story as fol-

lows: ñAt his feet she told her story, showed her hands all bruised & 

torn, and her sweet young face still haggard with the anguish it had 

worn. Touched his heart with sudden pity, lit his eyes with misty light. 

óGo, your lover lives,ô said Cromwell; óCurfew will not ring tonight.ôò 

If that story sounds amazing, it pales in the light of John 3:16 which 

describes the worldôs greatest exhibition of unselfish, unconditional, 

and undeserving love that has transformed our lives.  The need is 

greater than ever before for a baptism of Godôs transforming love! ñAs 

I have loved you, so you must love one another.ò  
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