
PRAY FOR SUMMER RAINS  

The faithful farmer waits in anticipation 

for the spring rains to come so that there 

will be adequate moisture in the ground 

to germinate his crop. After the planting 

season, comes the time to allow the crop 

to grow and mature. It is during this 

time that even more patience and perse-

verance is needed to see the full benefit 

of his labor. The summer rains are need-

ed to help the crop bring forth its full 

potential. 

 

This analogy is also true when it comes 

to the maturing of the follower of Christ.  

In the beginning of an individualôs walk 

with God, Christ gives the outpouring of 

the rain of the Holy Spirit to bring that 

person to a living relationship with Him-

self. Then, as a person progresses, it 

becomes necessary for continued in-

dwelling of the Holy Spirit, which caus-

es a person to grow in their walk with 

God.  This is the reason we must PRAY 

FOR SUMMER RAINS. Nancy Cave, 

in order to receive a Masters in Christian 

Ministry, wrote a project titled, Making 

Lifetime Disciples. In that project she 

stated, ñJesusô mandate to, ógo and make 

disciplesô was relevant for the first cen-

tury church. It is still relevant in the con-

temporary setting. Making disciples is 

an ongoing process that lasts a life-

time. New converts need basic training 

in the Scriptures to grow into maturity. 

Mature believers need to continue the 

basic training in order to finish well.ò  

 

The apostle Peter writes of this pro-

gress in his second letter to the church.  

In 2 Peter 1:3-9, Peter lays out the 

progression which, if followed, leads 

to a life of godliness in this present 

world. He begins by stating that the 

source of our growth is in Godôs di-

vine power. In verse 4 Peter states that 

the precious promises which God 

gives are too numerable to count.  The 

promises are given to us so that we 

might take on the divine nature and 

escape the corruption that is in the 

world, which is brought on by inordi-

nate desires. 

 

Peter then tells us the things which are 

necessary to keep us growing in our 

relationship with God. In verses 5-7, 

he tells us that we are to give diligent 

attention to adding to our faith, virtue 

along with the knowledge of Godôs 

Word, self-control, patience, godli-

ness, and brotherly kindness then fi-

nally, love. These characteristics are to 

be in us and must be multiplying daily. 

When this occurs in our lives, we will 

be fruitful in the knowledge of the 

Lord and will always remember that 

the Lord has brought us from a world 

of sin and darkness. 

 

As a child, I grew up on the banks of 

the White River in northwest Arkan-

sas. I remember that often the summer 

rains would cause the river to over-

flow its banks and the water would get 

up into the low lying fields. After the 

waters would recede, it seemed like 

the crops would literally jump out of 

the ground. I believe this is what we 

see in peopleôs lives that have experi-

enced a fresh touch of God pouring 

the RAIN of His Spirit upon them 

once they start walking with Him.   

From the Heart of the Superintendent                   Glenn R. Beaver 

In Paulôs letter to the church in Ephe-

sus, he wrote about the prayer which 

he was praying for them, ñFor this 

reason I bow my knees to the Father 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, from whom 

the whole family in heaven and earth 

is named, that He would grant you, 

according to the riches of His glory, 

to be strengthened with might through 

His Spirit in the inner man, that 

Christ may dwell in your hearts 

through faith; that you, being rooted 

and grounded in love, may be able to 

comprehend with all the saints what 

is the width and length and depth and 

height ï to know the love of Christ 

which passes knowledge; that you 

may be filled with all the fullness of 

Godò (Ephesians 3:14-19, NKJV).   

May we as leaders pray this prayer 

often over those whom God has 

placed under our care. 

 

Let us continue to  press forward into 

a deeper walk with the Lord and  take 

the necessary steps to keep develop-

ing our leadership skills to the next 

level. As we do, the Lord will help us 

lead others in their walk with Him 

and encourage them to keep growing 

until they reach their full potential. 

OH LORD, SEND THE SUMMER 

RAINS OF YOUR HOLY SPIRIT! 
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TIDINGS 

2014: The Year of Prayer! 
òPray Without Ceasingó 

84th District Council Elections 

Tom Lakey and Billy Nickell were 

reelected to serve as General Presby-

ters. The Superintendent also  serves 

in this position by virtue of his of-

fice. 

District Secretary/Treasurer 

Billy & Bettye 
Nickell 

In Times Like These 
2 Timothy 3:1- 17 

 The late Paul Harvey Aurandt, better 
known as Paul Harvey, periodically would 

say in his daily radio broadcasts,  ñIn 

times like these we must remember there 

have always been times like these.ò That 

assessment implies that our world is mere-

ly passing through yet another challenging 

era in which man will survive and learn 

from in route to progressing to bigger and 
better things. Scripture says different! Verse 13 of the Amplified 

renders Paulôs summary of the last days as a time when, òWicked 

men and imposters will go on from bad to worse.ò I concur with the 

farmer, who after hearing the clock chime thirteen times awakened 

his wife at midnight with the news, ñHoney, Wake up. Itôs later that 

itôs ever been.ò As children of the light it is imperative that we  

conduct ourselves with wisdom and understanding as we approach 

the sunset of the church age. Following the apostleôs description of 

the deplorable conditions which will characterize the coming peri-

lous times, he transitions into the second division of the chapter, 

beginning with verse 14, with directives of assurance, ñBut you 

must remain faithful to the things you have been taught. You know 

they are true, for you know you can trust those who taught you. All 

Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true 

and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us 

when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. God uses it 

to prepare and equip his people to do every good work.ò What do I 

need in times like these? What must I have in times like these? The 

things I point out are not an exhaustive list, rather three foundation-

al essentials that will hold and direct the believer in times like these. 

  

In times like these there must be an unwavering commitment. One 

of the dictionaryôs definition of commitment is, ñan engagement or 

obligation that restricts freedom of action.ò A commitment is like 

the signature on a contract, it binds you to a course of action. One 

writer states, ñA decision is made with the brain. A commitment is 

made with the heart. Therefore, a commitment is much deeper and 

more binding than a decision.ò As a part of his commitment, Paul 

behooves Timothy to avoid those who are taken in by the debauch 

culture of the day, and to continue in the things they had learned. 

As Abraham Lincoln prepared to sign the Emancipation Proclama-

tion, he took his pen, moved it to the signature line, paused for a 

moment, and then dropped the pen. When asked why, the president 

replied, ñIf my name goes into history, it will be for this act, and if 

my hand trembles when I sign it, there will be some who will say, 

óhe hesitated.ôò Lincoln then turned to the table, took up the pen, 

and boldly signed his name. Jesus says in Luke 14:33, ñSo likewise, 

whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he can-

not be my disciple.ò 

  

In times like these there must be unshakeable convictions. Verse 

15 of The Amplified states, ñAnd how from your childhood you 

have had a knowledge of and been acquainted with the sacred writ-

ings which are able to instruct you and give you the understanding 

for salvation which comes through faith in Christ Jesus [that is, 

through the leaning of the entire human personality on God in 

Christ Jesus in absolute trust, and confidence in His power, wisdom 

and goodness].ò Several decades past, the Supreme Court ruled in the 

case of an Amish man in Wisconsin who refused to send his children 

to the stateôs public schools. After a number of appeals in the lower 

courts, the Supreme Court ruled in his favor, stating that he had a con-

viction rather than just a belief. They then delineated the difference 

between the two by pointing out how a person can believe something 

so strongly they will endeavor to recruit others, give money to the 

cause, and donate time and effort to advance that work. The court then 

pointed out that peopleôs beliefs often change once they are faced with 

things such as litigation, jail, or the threat of death, however, a convic-

tion is something that remains unmoved by any outside force. The 

court also noted that when one has a conviction they do not have to be 

assured of victory, nor do they require others to stand with them.  

They then pointed out that when a person has a true conviction it will 

be validated by both the individualôs lifestyle and lip - what they do 

and say will correspond.   

 

In times like these, there must be an undeniable call. Using himself 

as the example, Paul says in verses 10-12, ñBut you, Timothy, certain-

ly know what I teach, and how I live, and what my purpose in life is. 

You know my faith, my patience, my love, and my endurance. You 

know how much persecution and suffering I have endured. You know 

all about how I was persecuted in Antioch, Iconium, and Lystraðbut 

the Lord rescued me from all of it. Yes, and everyone who wants to 

live a godly life in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.ò  Paul speaks 

on more than one occasion of his calling. My calling is my sense of 

purpose - the thing that gives importance to what I do in life. These 

are times that try the calling of Godôs people. You and I are in the 

homestretch . . . the countdown and everything that can be shaken will 

be shaken, however, in times like these the church of the Lord Jesus 

will prevail. 
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that is exactly what needs to happen to your 

soul, which leads in to the next point. 3. 

The soul must die. Galatians 5:24 states, 

ñAnd those who are Christôs have cruci-

fied the flesh with its passions and desires.ò The reason why people 

leave the fellowship of God is because they do not stay on the cross and 

they are not dying to self. Several years ago, a story was told about a 

Native America elder who described his inner struggle with Christianity. 

He said, ñInside of me there are two dogs. The black one is mean and 

tries to talk me into making the wrong choices. The white dog is good 

and encourages me to make the right choices. The black dog fights the 

white dog all day.ò When asked by a friend which dog wins, the elder 

reflected for a moment and replied, ñThe one I feed the most!ò We must 

continually feed our spiritual man by feasting on the Word of God. When 

we feed our spiritual man we will walk in the Spirit and when we walk in 

the Spirit we are given this promise: ñWalk in the Spirit, and you shall 

not fulfill the lust of the fleshò (Gal. 5:16).  Some of this material was 

adapted from a message preached by Robert Morris.  
 

Tracy & Cara Lynn 
McWilliams  

when you take the bottle away from them? 

It is because they are accustomed to being 

fed in a certain way. The soul is used to 

being fed with the things of the world and 

sinful pleasure. When babies are being 

weaned they think you are trying to kill 

them. Obviously, that is not the case, but 

Why Leave Home? 

  Ministers & Churches 

ñAnd not many days after, the younger son gathered all together, 

journeyed to a far country, and there wasted his possessions with 

prodigal livingò (Luke 15:11). When reading this story, the question 

always arises, ñWhy did the younger son desire to leave home in the 

first place?ò An even more important question is, ñWhy would any-

one, after experiencing the goodness of God, ever want to leave?ò 

We all know individuals who used to serve God, but are away from 

Him right now. Why would anyone want to leave the fellowship and 

family of God? The key to understanding that question is to remem-

ber that we are made up of three parts: body, soul and spirit. Some-

one has described salvation this way, ñYour spirit is saved, your soul 

is being saved and your body will be saved.ò There is a finished work 

of grace that takes place in our spirit immediately at salvation, but 

there is a progressive work that takes place in our soul. This process 

is known as sanctification.  

 

The Word of God reveals at least three things concerning the soul. 1. 

The soul is selfish. Before salvation, your spirit was dead in trespass-

es and sins (Eph. 2:1), which means that your soul was in charge. The 

soulôs motto is to look out for and to protect number one. 2. The soul 

must submit to the Spirit. When a person is born again, their spirit 

announces to the soul, ñThereôs a new sheriff in town and Iôm now in 

charge.ò The soul responds by saying, ñIôm not going down without a 

fight!ò David stated, ñSurely I have calmed and quieted my soul, 

Like a weaned child with his mother; Like a weaned child is my 

soul within meò (Psalm 131:2). Why do babies cry and throw a fit 
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