
 

     Celebration 2012 was every-

thing we had been praying for 

and more. We rejoice in the pow-

er and presence of the Lord 

which was apparent in each of 

the meetings.  Only eternity will 

reveal all that was accomplished 

in the lives of those who attend-

ed.  However, some may ask: 

 

ñHow can I continue to live and 

enjoy that kind of Manifest 

Presence of God in my life?ò 

   

   Letôs look to the Bible for the 

answer.  It is obvious that the 

same spiritual intensity which 

brings us to an occasion like we 

enjoyed during Celebration 2012 

will be needed to continue to live 

in that level of grace.  As Peter 

declared to the crowds gathered 

in Jerusalem on and after the 

Day of Pentecost, the healing of 

the lame man at the gate called 

Beautiful was not accomplished 

by his power or holiness, but by 

God.  (Acts 4:12, 15)  It was 

through faith in the name of Je-

sus that the man was healed.  It 

was faith in Jesusô name as peo-

ple across West Texas cried out 

to God for an outpouring of His 

presence during the Celebration 

meeting that caused God to an-

swer in an awesome way.  Thus 

it will continue to take faith in 

Jesusô name for us to continue 

to see His Manifest Presence. 

 

     Acts 4:19 tells us that Peter 

told the people that the same 

action which brought about 

times of refreshing in the past, 

will bring times of refreshing in 

the present.  The key to that re-

freshing is REPENTENCE.  

May the Lord help us to always 

come before His presence in 

heartfelt repentence. (Psalms 

51:10-11) 

  

    Finally, to continue to live in 

the Manifest Presence of God 

will mean that we seek after the 

Lord with our whole heart.  

(Psalms 119:2)  This means to 

spend extended times in His 

word.  Spend extended times 

praying in the Holy Spirit as 

Jude 24 instructs.  Spend ex-

tended times in fasting and 

praying and waiting in the pres-
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ence of the Lord.  (Daniel 1:8, 

12) 

     Thank you to all who fasted, 

prayed, worked, and gave gen-

erously to make Celebration 

2012 a special time in the histo-

ry of West Texas Assemblies of 

God.   
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Bettye and I, along with the con-
gregation of Amarilloôs First Fami-
ly Church, want to express our 
gratitude to the Lord for the privi-
lege of hosting Celebration 2012.  
We were honored to have constit-

uents from across the West Texas District as our 
guests, and above all, we were blessed beyond meas-
ure with the visitation of the Holy Spirit that marked 
this special convocation.   With our district electing to 
combine District Council and Family Camp, and with the 
decision to relocate outside of Lubbock this year, the 
question in the minds of many was, ñhow will it go?ò  It 
is my feeling that the common consensus among those 
who attended this meeting agree that our time togeth-
er in Amarillo was divinely orchestrated.  Each night the 
attendance grew, the financial need was met, and 
above all, the presence of the Lord was evidenced in 
each service, as well as the times of business and fel-
lowship.  Along with the anointing that characterized 
this series of services, this meeting was marked with a 
spirit of expectancy.  An atmosphere of faith prevailed, 
setting the stage for the visitation we experienced.  It 
has been said that ñfaith is the hand of the soul that 
reaches out to God, and never returns empty.ò  Amaz-
ing things happen when Godôs people exercise faith. 
 
The renown newspaperman, Horace Greeley, founded 
and edited The New York Tribune, which became 
Americaôs most influential newspaper from the 1840s to 
the 1870s.  Greeley gained the reputation as the great-
est editor of his day and today there is a statue of him 
right outside New Yorkôs City Hall Park.   It was Mr. 
Greeleyôs belief that people remain doubters, even 
when there is sufficient proof showing their disbelief to 
be wrong.  On one occasion, to test his belief, he or-
dered a man to stand on a street corner and offer to 
sell 20 dollar gold pieces for the price of a one dollar 
bill. All day the man presented the offer as thousands 
passed by snickering, mocking, and waging their head 
in skepticism and disdain.  The offer seemed beyond 
ridiculous - too good to be true.  Only moments before 
the man was scheduled to quit did a lady approach him 
with obvious hesitation, asking if she might see one of 
the gold pieces.  He placed the money in her hand and 
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then watched as she bit it to see if it was real gold.  She 
then dropped it on the pavement as a second test to 
see if it would ring like a gold piece.  It did.  Still reluc-
tant, the lady gave her dollar and walked away with the 
20-dollar double eagle.  Moments later she returned 
with two friends and between the trio the remaining 
eight gold pieces were purchased for one dollar each.  
The next day, and for several days to come, that partic-
ular street corner was filled with folks hoping the gentle-
man would show up again.  He never returned.   
 
A greater and a more generous offer has been extended 
to Godôs people, yet more than once the Lordôs offer has 
not been believed and received.  Johnôs gospel records, 
ñBut despite all the miraculous signs Jesus had done, 
most of the people still did not believe in him.ò  (John 
12:37)  Matthew tells of a similar incident when Jesus 
ministered in His home town of Nazareth.  After teach-
ing in the synagogue, ñeveryone was amazed and said, 
Where does he get this wisdom and the power to do 
miracles?ò  (Matthew 13:54) The chapter concludes with 
the disturbing commentary, ñAnd so he did only a few 
miracles there because of their unbelief.ò (v. 58)  Dake 
comments in his footnotes on that passage that the 
peopleôs unbelief did not hinder Jesus from performing 
miracles, however, unbelief kept them from bringing the 
sick and afflicted to Him for healing and deliverance, 
which in turn limited what Jesus did in their midst.  Cel-
ebration 2012 was only a small taste of what the Lord 
wants to do in our wonderful district.  Our greatest days 
are before us as we respond in faith.   
 

Action taken at the 2012 District Council: The 

term of the sectional presbyter and the sectional com-
mittee will now be for two years, retroactive to the 2012 
Spring Conventions. 
 
Special thanks to Rev. Randall McDonald for his 
faithful years of service as presbyter of the Pecos Sec-
tion.  We pray Godôs best as they begin their new as-
signment at First Assembly of God in Tyler, Texas. 
 
We welcome Rev. Mike Hanks , pastor of First Assem-
bly of God, Midland, as the new presbyter of the Pecos 
Section.  
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Courses for July 21st  
 

Certification Level  
The Local Church in Evangelism  

Facilitator - Danny Williams 
License Level  

Eschatology 
Facilitator - Mike Hanks 

Ordination Level  
Church Administration, Law & Finance 

Facilitator - Glenn Beaver 

Gene Benningfield    806.456.2029 
Danny Bisbee     432.559.4742 
Larry Boyd     806.778.7677 
Kelly Breckenridge    806.787.0355 
Danny Brown      806.577.3580 
Terry Callis     806.418.3861 
Harry Coons     432.955.0697 
Manny Castro     806.401.3071 
Larry Elder     432.853.9591 
Jannetta Fairbanks    806.698.1140 
Charlie Garcia     325.207.1976 
Jeremy Gryder     432.556.2033 
Dale Griswold     806.566.9993 
Jack Hargrave     806.747.6715 
Byron Jones     432.258.3873 
Tracy McWilliams    806.790.9377 
Z.A. Myers     806.216.0252 
J.C. Owen     432.550.5804 
Forest Srader     575.361.0650 
Todd & Angela Starnes     806.786.4750 
Mark Stripling     806.281.3768 
Marcus Tanner     903.330.1560 
Neil Unwin      940.585.9914 
Kevin Vander-Plas    806.797.5972 

in our local community.)  
Congregational Realities and Community Context 
(How are we doing? What can we do better? 
 
Our Coaching Cohorts will be starting back up in October. 
Pastor, if you feel that this is something that could benefit 
your church, please contact Brother Beaver or myself. We 
would be more than happy to further explain how this pro-
cess works. We look forward to partnering with you and your 
church to more efficiently and effectively build the Kingdom 
of God.  

we will cover the following materi-
al: 
The Mission of the Church 
(What do we believe?)  
The Purposes of the Church 
(Why are we here?)   
Core Values (How do we minister 

      
I have never liked the word average . Someone has defined 
average as being, "One step above the worst, and one step 
below the best." Here are a few statistics regarding the aver-
age church in America. Only three out of twenty churches are 
actually growing. Seventeen have either plateaued or are in a 
state of decline. In the Assemblies of God, six out of twenty 
churches are growing. This means that fourteen have either 
plateaued or are declining. We want our churches in West 
Texas to be the exception rather than the norm.  
 
I would like to take this time to highlight our Coaching Co-
horts . We started this process this past fall with nine church-
es. One of those pastors recently commented, "This is the 
best thing our district has ever done." We believe that this 
process has the potential to help every one of our churches, 
regardless of size, go to the next level. This is not another 
program; rather it a two year process geared to help you dis-
cover God's will for your particular church. In the first year, 

Coaching Cohorts 

BIBLE INSTITUTE of WEST TEXAS  
Courses for August 18th  

 
Certification Level  

AG History, Missions, & Governance 
Facilitator - TBA 
License Level  
Leadership Skills 

Facilitator - Robert Slaton 
Ordination Level  

Pastoral Ministry 
Facilitator - Tracy McWilliams 

Minister Updates 

Transferred Out:  

     Jerrod Ramirez (O) - North Texas 
     Joshua Majors (C) - Oklahoma 

Transferred In:  
     Orlando Lopez (O) - WT & Plains  

Credential Change:  

     Frank Cordova (O) 
     Sergio Urrutia (O) 

     Edward Willis, Jr. (O) 

In Loving Memory of 

Melvina Lakey 

Melvina faithfully stood beside her husband when he served the West Texas District as 

Secretary/Treasurer and as he serves as the Assistant Superintendent and pastor of First Assembly of 

God, Lubbock, Texas.  She was the Assistant Womenôs Ministries Director at the time of her 

home-going. Her love and compassion for everyone she met and her heart for missions will always 

be remembered.  A host of relatives and friends will miss her until they are reunited in heaven. 

�/�R�Y�L�Q�J�« 

 Wife of Tom Lakey, 

Mother of Mindy Hines & Melody Blake, 

Mother-in-law of Lance Hines & Bill Blake,  

Grandmother, Sister, Sister-in-Law, 

Aunt, Cousin, Pastorôs wife, 

and Everyoneôs Friend. 

 

 

August 22, 1944 -  June 24, 2012 

�´Well done good and faithful servant...enter 

�W�K�R�X���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���M�R�\���R�I���W�K�\���/�R�U�G���µ��Matthew 25:23  


