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The Wonder of Christmas (I Timothy 3:16; I Peter 1:12) 

proudly told her mother, ñThere he is - instant Jesus.ò Thatôs how man 

would have implemented a savior, manufacturing an instant Jesus, but 

the plan ordained before the foundation of the world will never be under-

stood by the carnal mind! It is beyond comprehension that the greatest 

phenomenon that has ever crossed the horizon of this world, the center-

piece of civilization, would leave the majesty of Heaven and come to lost 

humanity as one of us!  What a wondrous plan. 
 

The Pregnancy is equally a wonder. Upon hearing Gabrielôs announce-

ment to her that she would conceive and give birth to a son who will be 

known as the Son of the Most High and reign on the throne of David over 

Israel forever, and his Kingdom will never end, Mary asked, ñBut how 

can this happen? I am a virgin.ò Luke 1:35 gives the angelôs amazing 

answer, ñThe Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 

High will overshadow you. So the baby to be born will be holy, and he 

will be called the Son of God.ò Wonder of wonders! The Savior of the 

world would be born into the human race and by virtue of Godôs aston-

ishing arrangement He would not be born with a fallen human nature like 

all others who descend from Adam. While each of us were born with 

spiritual blood poisoning, He would be born without tainted blood, mak-

ing his blood precious. As the songwriter penned, ñThereôs no other word 

for grace but amazing, no other explanation will do.ò 
 

The Person born into this world was and is and is to come nothing short 

of unparalleled and unprecedented! He stands in the solitude of Himself 

in absolute supremacy of everyone and everything. Socrates once said, 

ñOh, that someone would arise, man or God, to show us God.ò Four hun-

dred years later the Lamb of God came and claimed to be that Person. 

Lew Wallace, a distinguished general and literary genius, and Robert 

Ingersoll, a notable skeptic, agreed to write a book that would prove 

Christ a fake and Christianity to be a myth. After two years of research, 

however, in some of the leading libraries of Europe and America in prep-

aration for writing this book, Mr. Wallace had a transformation of atti-

tude. He was only up to the second chapter when he fell to his knees and 

prayed, ñMy Lord and my God. This penniless creature from Galilee is 

irresistibly the center of history.ò After studying the evidence, Wallace 

became convinced of the deity of Jesus Christ. He then wrote Ben Hur, 

one of the greatest novels ever written about the times of Christ. 
 

The People who have believed He is Godôs Son and manôs Savior and 

surrendered to His Lordship can only be described as a wonder-ful work 

of grace. We who were aliens of God, enemies of righteousness, children 

of wrath, and lost without hope have been made kings and priests unto 

God, heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ, friends, members of Godôs 

family, a new creation, and the righteousness of God in Christ! That is 

nothing less than a wonder, ñA feeling of surprise and admiration, caused 

by something beautiful, unexpected, or unfamiliar.ò The wonder of The 

Plan, the Pregnancy, The Person, and the People! Thank God for The 

Wonder of Christmas!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

   

According to PNC Wealth Management, the 

cost of buying all the presents in the 12 Days 

of Christmas song has risen considerably 

over the past decades. According to their cal-

culations all the gifts mentioned in the song 

have inched up in price from $12,673.56 in 

1984, to over $25,000. (That was their 2012 

figure - the last posted on their website.) I 

suspect the cost for 2015 is near the $30,000 

neighborhood, a very expensive neighborhood 

in which to live. Thatôs not good news this 

Christmas if youôre in the market for those 
particular seventy-eight gifts. As Christians we rejoice in knowing that 

Christmas is more than a day or a season; it is a condition of the heart 

based on the marvelous truth that The Word became flesh and lived 

among us. While the atheists, agnostics and apostates are convinced that 

Christmas is nothing more than a myth, Scripture proves different with 

300 biblical prophecies concerning the birth, life and death of Christ ac-

curately predicted, from his birth in Bethlehem, his being betrayed for 

thirty pieces of silver, and his dying by crucifixion. Itôs a story that 

should never grow old or cease to amaze those of us who are members of 

Godôs family. The glory of Christmas can only be adequately described 

as amazing, a mystery, a wonder. The dictionary gives the definition of 

wonder in the noun form as, ña feeling of surprise and admiration, caused 

by something beautiful, unexpected, or unfamiliar.ò In todayôs terminolo-

gy we might say, ñThatôs unreal!ò   
 

The apostles Paul and Peter both speak of the wonder of that which God 

has accomplished and made available to mankind through Jesus coming 

as man to earth, living a sinless life, dying as the unblemished sacrifice 

for our sin, and being raised from the dead to the right-hand of Father 

God.  Paul says in 1 Timothy 3:16, ñAnd without controversy great is the 

mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spir-

it, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, 

received up into glory.ò The Message says, ñThis Christian life is a great 

mystery, far exceeding our understanding, but some things are clear 

enough: He appeared in a human body, was proved right by the invisible 

Spirit, was seen by angels.ò  In 1 Peter 1:12b, The Message says, ñDo 

you realize how fortunate you are? Angels would have given anything to 

be in on this!ò The wording from Paulôs pen, ñseen of angels,ò carries far 

greater meaning than a mere visual observation, such as seeing a cloud or 

a person and then looking at other things. The meaning in the original 

conveys, ñto gaze upon with wide open eyes as something remarkable.ò  

The Phillips Translation says, ñThese are facts to command the interest 

of the very angels.ò The Moffatt Translation records, ñ The very angels 

long to get a glimpse of this!ò  Our response should be no less!  If Mi-

chael, Gabriel and the myriad of angels look on captivated by this myste-

rious wonder, how much more should we esteem Godôs greatest gift with 

wonder and amazement!    
 

What is it that makes the Incarnation amazing, a wonder, a mystery, 

moving heavenôs angels to gaze upon with wide open eyes? Nothing in 

the wonderful Christmas story is mundane; everything is an amazing 

wonder, beginning with The Plan. Chas. H. Gabriel captured the wonder 

of Godôs indescribable plan in the lyrics of his hymn that proclaims, ñI 

stand amazed in the presence of Jesus the Nazarene, and wonder how He 

could love me, a sinner condemned unclean. How marvelous! How won-

derful! And my song shall ever be: How marvelous! How wonderful Is 

my Saviorôs love for me!ò  In his book Faith, Hope, and Hilarity, Dick 

Van Dyke tells of a little girl who finished a class project of coloring a 

picture of The Infant Jesus at her church school. She took it home and 
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Tracy, Cara Lynn, Destry & Hunter 

CREDENTIAL RENE WALS 
Credential renewal time is upon us once again. This year you can 

renew online if you choose to do so. The online renewal form is 

at gensec.ag.org. A few other things to remember are as follows: 

Renewals must be postmarked or completed online by 12.31.15. 

Sign your renewal if renewing by mail and send the signed cop-

ies to the district office. Pay your $10.00 renewal fee to the dis-

trict. Dues to the General Council must be paid. Renewals post-

marked or completed online after 12.31.15 must include a late 

fee of $50.00. Renewals postmarked after 1.15.16 will be consid-

ered lapsed with a $100 reinstatement fee. Thank you for your 

cooperation. 
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86 th WEST TEXAS DISTRICT COUNCIL  
RESOLUTIONS DEADLINE  

The Bylaws of the West Texas District directs on page D-5 that 

all proposed resolutions to the District Bylaws be submitted to 

the District Superintendent sixty (60) days prior to meeting  For 

complete instructions see Article VIII, Section 4. 

BIBLE INSTITUTE OF WEST TEXAS  
If  you are interested in attending the Bible Institute during 2016 

now is the time to sign up! Classes will begin in February. We 

will be placing an order in the near future to insure materials ar-

rive in plenty of time before the first class. The Bible Institute is 

provided to meet the educational requirements for those needing 

credentials for the first time or those wishing to upgrade their 

current credentials. For those interested, please contact our office 

as soon as possible.   

ORDINATION CREDENTIAL APPLICATIONS 
DEADLINE  

December 31, 2015  
All those who have met the qualifications for Ordination  creden-

tials and wish to apply must return the application to the district 

office by December 31st.  For an application, you may contact the 

district office. 

Announcements 

�0�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U�·�V���%�U�H�D�N�D�Z�D�\ 
January 18 �² 21, 2016 

Ponderosa Lodge 
Red River, New Mexico 
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getaway to the mountains of New Mexico. 

  
Cost: $475 couple/$450 single 

Includes lodging and 2 evening meals. 
 

Join us for a refreshing time of fellowship and fun! 

Please detach and send with check to:  

West Texas Assemblies of God, P.O. Box 64778, Lubbock, Texas 79464. 

Registration postmark deadline is January 9, 2015. 

 

Names):_________________________________________________________________________________   

            

        My spouse and I would like to register for the Ministerôs Breakaway. 

                                                            I would like to register for the Ministerôs Breakaway. 


